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SFrom the Journal des Scavans, fet forth June 17. and July 29. 1680. 


Hiftoria Byzantina duplici commentario illuftrata. Prior Familias ac Stemmata 
Imperatorum Conflant. cum eorundem Auguftorum Numifmatibus cy aliquot 
Iconibus, preterea familias Dalmaticas & Turcicas compleéitur , alter defcrip- 
tioncm Urbis Conftantin, qualis extitit fub Imperatoribus Chriftianis, Aut. Carolo 
du Frefne D. du Cange Regi a Conf. & Francie apud Ambisnos Queftore. In Fol. 
Parifiis, 1680. 


Onf. duCange, having given us two Years fince his Gloffary of the middle 
and latter times ofthe Latin Tongue, he hath thought himflf oblig’d 
to refume his Work upon the Byzantine Hiffory, the ftudy whereof he 
hath cultivated fo long, as is fufficiently evident, by his Hiftory of the 
Empire of Conftantinople under the French Emperours, that of Geof- 

frey de Ville-Hardotiin, which he has Mluftrated, and the Commentaries which he 
has given us upon the Hiftories of Nicephorus Brienninus, Anna Comnena, and Cin- 
namus ; and to the end that he might avoid.the Repetitions which the Commentators 
of thefe Hiftories are often oblig’d to make, he hath refolv’d to Illuftrate all thefe 
Works, by giving us one general Commentary that might ferve for all the Authors 
of this Hiffory, excepting fome certain Paflages, which require particular Remarks. 
Thisis the defign of this Work. 

Which the better to comprehend, it is neceflary to take notice, that the moft 
remarkable Particulars of the Byzantine Hiffory are reducible to four principal 
Heads, viz. The Knowledge of the Families therein mentioned : The Defcription of 
the City of Conftantinople, the Places whereof are often fpokenof: The Howours and 
Offices of the Court of the Eaftern Emperours, and of the Greek Church: And lattly, 
The Greek Terms that are therein often met with, which are either Barbarous or 
taken in a fignification different from what they commonly have. As thefe two laft 
Points have been in fome manner treated of, and illuftrated by fome Learned Men 
who have taken pains therein, our Author has here confin’d himfelf to the two for- 

Vv mer, 





[ 116 J 


mer, which have hitherto been but flightly toucht upon, and of thefe he makes up the 
two Parts of this Work. 

Before he entgrsupon hisDefign, hefflpws inyhis (Preface; that Hiffery confifts of 
four Parts, to avit, «the Pragmatieal, whith défcribes the particular “ Aéfiens ; the 
Genealogical, which regards the Perfons ; the Chrondlogical, which denotes the-Fime ; 
and the Topical, which difcovers the Places where thofe Actions were tranfatted : 
Which have afterwards furnifh’d Writers with different Subjects, fome having com 
pos'd Treatifes of Genealogy, fome of Chronology, and others of Geography. 

In his firft Part, where he applies himfelf particularly to Genealozy, he makes 
appear the great ufe of this Science, and how it has been cultivated by the Ancients; 
and afterwards he comes to the Genealogy of the Eraperours of Gon#entinople; he 
begins with that of Conftantine the Great, aud ends with thofe of the Pal.clogé and 
the Cantacuzeni. 

And here there is taken notice of feveral Alliances of Marriages of slice Jimperiv 
Families with the Latins : For Example, that of Theophanon, Daughter of ¢ 
perour Romanus, withthe Emperour Orho the Second ; of Theodora Comuenz with 
Balduin the third King of Ferufalem; of Eudoxia Comnena with William Lovd of 
Montpelier ; of the Emperour Manuel Comnenus with Bertha, Sifter to Conrad xs 
the Emperour, afterwards with Maria, Daughter to Raimundus of Poitiers, Prince 
of Antiochia; of the Emperour Alexis Comnenus, Son to the faid Manue!/, with 
Agnes, Daughter to Lewis the Seventh, King of France, who Married afterwards 
@ Lord of the Houfe of Brazas, whofe Geneology he gives, and likewife feveral 
others of thisnature, as thofe of the Imperial Houfe of the 4ugeli, of Lafcaris ; of 
the Paleolog?, with feveral Families of France, Italy, and Germany. We may find 
ere the Names and the Elogics epitomiz’d of the Perfons who have come into thefe 
Families : andin regard that feveral great Men of this Empire have hada hand often 
inwhat happen’d there moft confiderable, he inferts upon occafion their Genealogy, 
the knowledge whereof is very neceffary to Hiftory. 

He adorns this part of the Byzantine Hiffory with the Medals of the later Em- 
pire, the knowledge and ftudy whereof hath been hitherto neglected by thofe who 
have addicted themfelves to this kind of Curiofities. He gives here but a flight De- 
{cription of them, referring the Reader to a Treatife , which he hath caus‘d to be 
printedat theendof his Gloffary ; but that there might be nothing wanting to fatisfie 
the moft Curious ; he adds to thefe Medals the Figuresand Portraitures of the Empe- 
rours, taken from the Ancient Paintings, which neither Time nor the Rage of the 
Turks have yet defac’d. 

After having thus treated of the Emperours of Conjtantinople, he comes to the 
Hiftory and Genealogical Succeffion of the Kings andPrinces of Dalmatia, the know- 
ledge whereof is as neceflary to the underftanding of the Byzantine Hiftory, where 
there is often mention made of it, as itis little known, fo that without this help it 
would be very difficult to clear it. 

To the Kings of Dalmatia, he adds thofe of Servia, from the time of Horaclius 
to the taking of this Kingdom by Bajazet ; thofe of Croatia, who began-to reign 
about thetime of Lois le Debonnaire, tillthis Kingdom came under the Power.of the 
Kings of Hungary, from whomthe Turks have taken it; thofe of Bulgaria from the 
Emperour Anaftafins to the Conqueft which Bajazet made of this Kingdom ; and 
laftly, the Kings of Bofia, which was but a part takentrom the Kingdom of Servia, 
till the time this Country came into the hands of the Turks under Mahomet the Second. 
He gives the Succeffion of feveral Dukes and confiderable Families, whofe Arms he de- 
{cribes ; and laftly, in order to confirm what he advaaces in this firft Part by Contem- 
porary Authors, which he cites inthe Margent ; hetraces oura Genealogy of the firft 
Sultans of the Turks, whereof there is often mention in the Byzantine Hiffory, of whom 
are defcended the Sultans of Icon:um, whofe Succeffion and Hittory he defcribes ; and 
he concludes this Part with a Genealogical Tree of the O¢tomans. -e 
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THe Second Part contains a moft exact Defcription of the City of Cou/autinople, as 
it was before it fell into the hands of the Turks, who have defac’d all the Marks of 
its Grandeur and Magnificence, which is a thing fo neceffary to the underftanding of 
the Byzantine Hiftory, where there is mention dften made of the Palaces , Publick 
Edifices, Churches , Gre. of this Metropolitan City of the Eaffern Empire, that it is 
very difficult to engage therein without a perfe& knowledge of all thefe Places. 

In order to this he has gather’d zogether all the Paflages of the Greek and Latin 
Authors, andeven of feveral other Languages which might make any difcovery of the 
Originals and Scituations of things. But before heenters into this Defcription, he re- 
prefents the Streight of the Thracian. Bofphorus with the Platform of the City of Con- 
frantinople divided into fourteen Regions or Quarters. He afterwards gives another 
Platform of the fame City, drawn a little before it fell into the hands of the Turks, 
from aManufcript of theKings Library: Andashehas thought it neceflary to give us 
the Original of Old Byzantium, before he fpeaks of the City of Con/lantinop/e, he has 
follow’d thefe two Plates with two others, where he has caus’d to be Engrav’d all the 
Medals of this ancient City. 

He divides this Second Part into four Books. 

In the fir# he fers down the Original of Byzantium, whevcof he gives us the Sci- 
tuation, the moft remarkable Places, its Founders, and the State of this Metropolitan 
City of Thrace, under the Grecian and Roman Emperours: He {peaks afterwards of 
its enlarging by the Empcrour Conftautin, who gave it his Name, and that of new 
Rome ; he treats alfo of its Dedication, Walls, Towers, Caftles, Gates, Ports, Quarters, 
or Regions, and that he might not omit any thing, he enlarges even on its Publick 
Markets, Aqueducts, Baths, and Conduits. 

In the fecond Book he treats of the Publick Edifices, Palaces, and the feveral Places 
of the City. 

The third contains the Defcription of Sana Sophia, and of the Parts of this 
ftately Temple. 

The fourth Book isa Deftription of above 500 Churches, Hofpitals, and the Palaces 
and Churches which were in the adjacent parts of the City. 

This laft Part is enrich’d with feveral Figures after the Greek manner, and among 
others with the Platform of Sana Sophia, and its Dimenfions taken before the Turks 
were Matters of Conftantinople, which isa very excellent Piece, and without the help of 
which we cannot eafily underftand the defcription of this Temple, as it is fet forth by 
fevera] Authors, and drawn by Gé//ixs, no more than that of the other-Greek Churches. 
Upon which he makes feveral curious Remarks, for Example : 

1. That in the Church of the Monafteries of Men, none but Men entred therein, 
as Women only did in the Churches of the Monafteries of Women. 

2. That thofe which were call’d Carholic, that is fuch asMen and Women indifferent- 
ly might come into, as Cathedral and Parifh-Churches, are divided into three Parts ; 
towit, the Bia, where the Priefts only had right to enter ; the Na2s, which is the 
Body of the Church for the Chorifters and the People ; and the Né&eSné, which was a 
Porch at the Entry without the Church, for the Catechumeni andthe Penitent. 

3. That in the Churches of the Monafteries, as they were not made for thefe two 
kinds of Chriftians,that Part which was on this fide of the Nads or Quire of the Monks, 
is commonly , but improperly call’d the NagSn& , which was never yet rightly 
cleared. 

There are feveral other Remarks of the likenature, but without doubt one of the 
moft con‘iderable and moft worthy the Curiofity of Learned Men is that which he 
makes inthat place where he {peaks of the Tribunal of the Novemdecim Accubituum. 
Fcr he mikes it appear, that this was an Apartment near the Great Palace where the 
Emperours were ufually Crown’d, where about Chri/f-mafs Holydays, they made pub- 
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lick Feafts at nineteen Tables, from whence this Place was fo call’d. Upon this Occa- 
fon he treats of the Original of thefe Feafts, which he takes to be from the ancient 
” Ayamas which the Chriftians made among themfelves after the Councels had forbidden 
the making of them in Churches, and which fucceeded in the place of the Feafts which 
the Heathens made in their Temples at the Kalends of Fanuary for the folemnizing the 
publick Vows which were offer’d up every year for the Health and Profperity of their 
Princes. 

Whereupon he further obferves , that ever fincethis time the ufe of thefé pub- 
lick Feafts at Chri/tmaf3, has always been prattis’d by the Popes, who have a place 
near St. Peter’s Church, which they call likewife the sdccubitus, where they invite 
by their Nomenclators the beft qualified of the Clergy and great Men of the 
City. 

To conclude,‘ tho’ it fhould feem by what we have already faid of this Work that 
M. du Cange has confin’d himfelf in this perpetual Commentary upon the Byzantine 
Hiftory to give us only an Account of the Families, and a Defcription of Con/tanti- 
nople, yet we have fome hopes that he will undertake the two other Parts of the By- 
zantine Hiftory ina Work which he defigns to confift of a Glofary upon this Hittory, 
where he willexplain not only the Barbarous Gre¢ék Terms, but alfo rhofe that relate to 
their Liturgy and Taéficks, with all the Honours and Offices as well of the Palace of 
Con(tantinople, as of the Greek Church. 


<P There is lately Publif’d a new Relation of a Voyage to Conftantinople, 
wherein is contain'd a Defcription of its Modern Condition, with Draughts of the mos 
confiderable Places in and about it, and many othcr curious Remarks, by M.Grelot, a 
Perfon of very great Reputation, whereof hereafter we frall give a particular Account 
in fome following Memorial. 





From the Journal des Scavans, fet forth Febr. 12. 1680. 
Michaelis Hertzij Bibliotheca Germanica five nomina Scriptorum rerum Germani- 
carum. In Fol. Erfurti, 1679. 

Ermany confifts of fo many Cities and different States, each of which is able to 
G furnifh Hiftorzans with copious Matter, that ic ‘s »o wonder that the Names 
alone of thofe who have written on this Subject fhould m...« 2 Volume as large as this 
is. Simon Schardius is the firft, andthe moft ancient at lcait that we know of, who 
undertook in 1574 to gather together in one Body all the Authors that have written 
concerning Germany. Pifforius, Reuberus,Erpoldus Lindenbrogius,and fome others have 
done the fame after him; And as there dayly {prings up new Authors as well as new 
Subjeéts for Hiftory, this Perfon has taken care to {peak of thefe later ones, amongft 
whom we may find feveral great Men. 





From the Fournal des Scavans, fet forth March 6. 1679. 
Histoire de la Conqueste du Royaume de Jerufalem far les Chreftiens. In 12. a Paris,1673. 
Here are fo many Circumftances in this Hiftory different from what Authors have 
T given us eoncerning the Conqueft which Saladiue made of the Kingdom of Feru- 


falem, in \1 88. by reafon of the neglect of the Grand MaSfer of the Zemplers, that 
feveral able Men have fufpetted the old French Manufcript, whence this Author has 
rakenthem. He endeavours to vindicate it in his Preface, and wemay affirm, that if 
all we meet with here be not true, the Accidents at leaft are very well manag’d to pleafe 
the Reader. 
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